
           
 

 

JUBAIL ISLAND SET TO BRING THE FIRST GORDONSTOUN SCHOOL TO 

THE GULF REGION 

 

• Jubail Island Investment Company and Spaces Investment & Real Estate Development signed an 

agreement with Gordonstoun, to open a school on Jubail Island, Abu Dhabi on 21 September 

2023. 

• The partnership will see Gordonstoun’s unique educational ethos introduced to the Gulf Region, 

with special focus on character building and skill development for students ages four-to-

eighteen.  

 

   

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, 23 October 2023: Jubail Island Investment Company (JIIC) and Spaces 

Investment & Real Estate Development (Spaces) announced plans to open a school on Jubail Island in Abu 

Dhabi, in agreement with Gordonstoun in 21 September 2023.  

 

The collaboration will see Gordonstoun School grant JIIC and Spaces the exclusive regional right to license 

the “Gordonstoun School” name, trademarks, curriculum, and know-how in the development of the 

school. The school will comply with Gordonstoun’s high standards and reputation, bringing an enhanced 

sense of excellence and distinction to the region’s already-impressive educational offerings.  

 

The agreement was signed by Mounir Haidar – Managing Director of JIIC, Fahad AlBlooshi – Chairman of 

Spaces, and David White - Gordonstoun Chair of Governors and Chair of Gordonstoun International Ltd at 

Gordonstoun in Scotland, United Kingdom.  

 

The signing ceremony was also attended by Engineer Abdulla Saeed Al Shamsi – Operations Corporate 

Director at JIIC, Ali Yassin – Chief Finance Officer at JIIC, Feras Abu Ibrahim – Chief Executive Officer of 

Spaces, Lisa Kerr – Principal of Gordonstoun, Pamela Muir - Chief Executive Officer of Gordonstoun 

International, Ralph Tabberer - Gordonstoun International Director, and Jon Longdon - Gordonstoun 

International Director. 

 

The first Gordonstoun school to open in the region will be in the master planned Jubail Island development 

in Abu Dhabi and is expected to welcome students in September 2026. Jubail Island’s Gordonstoun School 

will be aligned with the student experience offered by the institution in Scotland, and will aim to combine 

Gordonstoun’s emphasis on leadership, challenge, and service with opportunities for students to engage 

with UAE culture and tradition. 

 

Commenting on the MoU, Mounir Haidar, Managing Director of JIIC, said: “The opening of Gordonstoun 

School in Jubail Island will see the iconic destination elevated even further, propelled by Gordonstoun’s 

prestigious global reputation and unique educational ethos. Once functional, the school will serve as a 

world-class institution for students throughout the region and will underscore Abu Dhabi’s leading status 

as an exclusive hub for living and learning. We’re thrilled to be partnering with Gordonstoun and Spaces 



           
 

to bring this vision to life and look forward to welcoming students to Jubail Island’s Gordonstoun School 

in just a few years’ time.” 

 

The Jubail Island school will operate under the Gordonstoun name and will bring the benefits of 

Gordonstoun’s world-renowned character education to the region. The collaboration will contribute to 

Abu Dhabi’s leading status – and with Jubail Island being the leading lifestyle destination – will create one 

of the region’s most exclusive residential communities in the heart of the capital. Its presence in the 

development also serves as a testament to the forward-thinking nature of JIIC and its commitment to 

delivering a truly exceptional and integrated living experience.  

 

Fahad AlBlooshi, Chairman of Spaces, added: “Partnering with JIIC and Gordonstoun on the launch of the 

first Gordonstoun School in the region is an incredible opportunity that will see the foundations laid for a 

new kind of education. Gordonstoun’s specialised approach to value-based education, which teaches 

students hands-on skills and supports with positive character building, is in alignment with UAE values 

and culture, which aim to encourage independence, perseverance, and discipline. We’re excited to debut 

the school in Jubail Island and look forward to the ways in which it will continue to shape the future 

generations of the UAE.” 

 

A co-educational school for both boarding and day students in Moray, Scotland, Gordonstoun is one of 

the world’s top independent schools that caters for students aged four to eighteen. It has served as the 

leading global institution in character education for over 80 years and is also the birthplace of the 

prestigious Duke of Edinburgh Award. Following the English GCSE and A Level curriculum, Gordonstoun 

teaches students resilience and confidence in the face of challenges.  

 

David White, Chair of Governors and Chair of Gordonstoun International Ltd, said: “At Gordonstoun, we 

are world-leading in the education delivered to our students and it has always been our vision to make 

our unique approach more universal. This agreement is a big step towards making a Gordonstoun 

education more widely available to students in the Region, and we are delighted to open up this unique 

form of learning to other parts of the world. We hope it will be the first of many similar ventures in the 

future.” 

 

“The income from our international operations is essential to fund our bursary programme, which offers 

life-changing opportunities to children from under-privileged backgrounds. It also allows us to develop 

our facilities for the benefit of our students and local community,” he added. 

 

Managed by LEAD Real Estate Developer, Jubail Island is nestled among the breath-taking natural beauty 

and rich biodiversity of the mangroves, and covers more than 3,000 hectares. It will house a collection of 

six residential village estates between Yas Island and Saadiyat Island. The low density, low-impact 

landmark destination seamlessly blends sustainable living, luxury, and wellness in an iconic new addition 

to Abu Dhabi’s real estate landscape. 

 

–ENDS– 

 

 



           
 

About Jubail Island 

 

The Jubail Island development will be an idyllic collection of villages located between Yas Island and 

Saadiyat Island and will become Abu Dhabi’s leading sanctuary designed to appeal to wellness and nature 

enthusiasts, positioned amid the rich biodiversity of the mangroves. 

  

The luxury project will offer wholesome F&B outlets and a wide range of facilities, including a beach club, 

a business centre, a sports centre, schools, supermarkets, nurseries, a community club, specialised clinics 

and other commercial establishments. 

 

For more information, please visit https://www.jubailisland.ae/ 

 

Keep up to date with the latest updates @jubailisland: 

• Instagram 

• Facebook 

 

 

About Gordonstoun: 

 

Gordonstoun is a not-for-profit independent boarding school which was established in Moray, Scotland 

in 1934 by Dr Kurt Hahn. He founded the school with the ideal of developing better world citizens 

equipped to contribute to society. Dr Kurt Hahn was the driving force behind the Outward-Bound 

Movement and also worked with former pupil Prince Philip to establish The Duke of Edinburgh’s 

Awards. Gordonstoun has been a pioneer of character education which, as well as academic subjects, 

includes outdoor activities, sailing and service to the community. Three generations of British Royalty 

were educated at Gordonstoun including King Charles III.  Approximately one third of the pupils at the co-

educational boarding school receive fees assistance in order to attend.  The school was described as 

‘outstanding’ and ‘sector-leading’ in its most recent inspection and was voted the best boarding school in 

the UK in 2021. 

 

Gordonstoun’s social media links are: 

 

Website               Facebook            Twitter                  Instagram            YouTube 

 


